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New Activity Room

New Activity Room located at room 1401-02, 14/F, Alliance Building, Sheung Wan, will be open soon
to provide more comprehensive service for members together with existing facilities of the Guild.

The Activity Room is multi-functional. Members may take a rest or have a gathering by utilizing
the sofa, AV equipment, a pantry and vending machine inside. Also, an extra-large wall mirror was
installed, in addition to other equipment and a maritime stimulator with up-to-date Hong Kong
water scenarios are planning to set up for facilitating interest classes or activities to take place.
Professional trainers will be employed to organize training, such as Thai-boxing, martial arts,
stretching trial class, sailing and speedboat class. Please stay in tune for the course enrollment
details and schedule.

The new Activity Room is set up by the Hong Kong International Seafarer Services Centre, which is
established by the Guild and AUSHK. People related to seafaring industry and friends from all walks
of life are welcomed to the Activity Room. Registration details will be announced in due course.
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Guild Travel 2023
Two days Guangzhou Hot Spring Resort Tour

A two-day tour to Guangzhou Zengcheng Sanying Hot Spring Resort Hotel was held from 21st to
22nd October. More than 170 members and their families participated. Members had a great time
getting together with old friends at the Guild Travel, which had been suspended in the past three
years. The fulfilling itinerary not only included sight-seeing historical architecture and a cultural
and creative park, but also enjoying over 70 creative and ingenious indoors and outdoors hot
spring spa ponds in a resort hotel, letting all participants enjoy two days with joy.

After gathering at the City Hall in Central, participants took tour buses to the Mainland via Shenzhen
Bay Port. They enjoyed a roasted pork ribs and roasted meat feast for lunch, then visited the famous
“Baxian Lake” and “Baode Temple”. After checking into Sanying Hot Spring Resort Hotel, they
enjoyed a private hot spring bath in their hotel room and a number of hot spring ponds in the hotel.
An all-you-can-eat buffet dinner with an array of Asian and Western gourmet treats, along with fresh
seafood, salads and a lot more was served in the evening.

The lunch of the next day was an authentic farm banquet. The Guild especially arranged games and
lucky draws for participants, and distributed many souvenirs with the Guild’s logo, creating a lively
atmosphere. Finally, participants visited the new local landmark — 1978 Cultural and Creative Park.
The site was revitalized as a nationally renowned movie town from an old factory, and attracted
participants who took a lot of amazing pictures before returning to Hong Kong.
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The Merchant Service Club
Happy Hour

Unwind after a long day at work and chill out at the Club! Starting from 1st December, every
Monday to Friday, from 6 to 8 pm, buy one get one free on listed beverages, including beer, soft
drink, juice, red wine and white wine.

Terms and conditions apply. For details, please contact staff of the Club or the Guild Office.
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MNOG Sailing Team

Good news from MNOG sailing team! Leaded by
a professional coach, the Guild’s sailing team,
with Guild’s yacht MNOG Alpha, had won
second place in the BMW Autumn Regatta 2023
Big boat division 3 competition, which took place
on 9th and 10th September.

The Guild has been developing sailing training in
recent years. Several Guild Office staff and Life
Members have participated in sailing training under
the guidance of a professional coach in recent
months to improve their sailing skills. A 27-feet
motorboat, which is named "MNOG BRAVOQO", was
also purchased to promote water sport.
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ITF Young Transport Workers' Conference 2023

A representative of the Guild attended the ITF Young Transport Workers' Conference held in
Mumbai, India from 16th to 18th October. The conference highlighted key developments globally for
young transport workers, reviewed and heard from youth leaders about their vision for the future.

During the three-day conference, topics of discussion included Campaigning for Decent Work,
Equality & Rights for All Transport Workers, Building Powerful Youth Structures, Future of Work:
Building an Equitable Platform Economy, Young Women Workers, Developing Digital Organizing
Skills and Making Transport Sustainable.

The conference examined the main challenges faced by young workers in the global transport
sector, such as informal employment status, migration background, lack of access to decent
work, the impacts of COVID-19, issues around freedom of association and access to collective
bargaining and child and forced labour. It also looked at the challenges for young people that
are related to gender-based violence and harassment, issues around the enforcement and
monitoring of labour rights, and the challenges posed by climate change. Each section set out
the main issues and also highlights examples of initiatives and good practices that are aimed at
mitigating these challenges.
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Updates of Gym Room

For more members to utilize the Guild’'s Gym Room, in addition to the
single-admission ticket and package ticket, a new monthly ticket plan will be
launched from 1st December. For only HK$68 per month, a valid member may
enjoy unlimited entry to the Gym Room during opening hours within a month.
For details, please contact the staff of the Gym Room at 3971 0300.

Moreover, a height-adjustable ballet barre and a dip/leg raise machine were
recently installed in the Gym Room in response to opinions of members to
advance its facilities. Members are always welcome to provide any comments on
the management or equipment of the Gym Room so as to improve our service.
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Deep Sorrow

It is with great sadness that the Guild has learnt that Capt. Ho Kai Hung, Former
President of the Guild passed away on 1st October 2023. The Guild pays tribute
to him for all the sacrifices he made for the Guild. We would like to extend our
sincere condolences to his family and friends at this time. He will be long and
well-remembered by all who knew him.
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ITF recovers almost US$120M in unpaid wages
for seafarers over last 3 years

Inspectors from the International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) recovered USD
$118,529,663 in wages owed to seafarers between 2020 and 2022, figures published today
on World Maritime Day reveal. More than USD $36 million was paid back to seafarers in
2022 alone.

ITF inspectors are officials who board vessels to educate seafarers on their rights, identify
any violations of crew contracts, national laws or international conventions, and who then
work with authorities to see rights are enforced. The ITF has inspectors operating out of 111
ports in 56 countries.

2,199 breach of contract cases were reported by seafarers to the ITF in 2022, with non-pay-
ment of wages the most common reason.

“While we are proud that our inspectors have been successful in recovering almost $120
million for seafarers in the last three years, it's unfortunate that we need to address wage
underpayments at all. We would prefer to see all seafarers paid in full, and paid on time in
the first place,” said David Heindel, ITF Seafarers’ Section Chair.

“For some seafarers, a shipowner might miss a pay date here or there, but others can go
months without receiving their salaries. ITF inspectors, supported by our seafarer and
docker union affiliates, are here to help crew stand up for their rights wherever they find
themselves in need of support.”

In 2022, ITF’s inspectors conducted 8,667 ship inspections worldwide. 1,878 of these were
in response to seafarers’ calls, emails or messages for help from the ITF.

A further 3,771 were conducted as part of inspectors’ ongoing system of routine and
responsive inspections, which ensure ships flagged to Flags of Convenience (FOC) reg-
istries adhere to the same international standards expected of nationally flagged ves-
sels.

ITF President and Dockers’ Section Chair, Paddy Crumlin said: “Pandemic-related restric-
tions had blocked most of our inspectors from boarding vessels in the way they had done
pre-pandemic. We are now seeing a strong return to active and regular inspections of Flags
of Convenience vessels — and still the same level of exploitation. It's another stark reminder
of the underbelly of our industry, and also that more ITF inspections taking place is good
news for seafarers and their rights.”
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